Economics and Trade
Baggara Arabs, spread out from the White Nile across
the southern areas of Kordofan and Darfur, breeders of
cattle and, to a less extent, of horses, who produce animals
on a scale of economic importance* They, too, are nomads
but, occupying as they do a region of regular and plentiful
rainfall, resulting in abundant grazing, their movement is
limited to a well-defined ebb and flow between their
dry-weather and wet-weather headquarters.
The presence of tse-tse fly precludes the possession of
animals in many parts of the southern zxme, but vast
numbers of cattle are owned by the tribes in the northern
Bahr el Ghazal and in the Upper Nile provinces* The
economic value of these herds to the country is, however,
largely destroyed by the fact that the tribes owning them
regard them as the only desirable form of wealth and
therefore will not sell them.
The wild fauna of the Sudan no longer contribute
anything of great importance to its economic life,
Ivory, in small quantities, is obtained from the herds
of elephant which are still numerous in the southern
provinces ; giraffe are hunted by the Baggara Arabs and
others ; and the meat of both animals is of local value.
Ostriches, mainly in the west, provide small quantities
of feathers, of indifferent quality, but the birds ass not
farmed. Reptile skins, especially python skins, are aa
object of trade. In the intei?ests of game preservation,
however, most of the minor animal products have been
declared contraband.
The vegetable resources of the country consist of rain-
grown crops, irrigated crops and forest produce, of which
the first aad last may be treated together.
Belating these to the three zones, it is obvious, m the
fkst place, that the most northerly can offer little prospect
of r«ttn-cultivaUoii* Its chief wild products are vegetable

